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New Orleans 1942 









All Louisiana librarians and friends of the library movement extend heartiest congratu- 
lations to Miss Essae M. Culver, Executive Secretary of the Louisiana Library Commission 


on her selection as sole nominee for the position of first vice-president of the American 





Library Association. This means that automatically she will become president of the As- 





sociation in June 1941. This seems an auspicious time to suggest that Miss Culver’s term in 





office should be rounded out with an A.L.A. convention in New Orleans in 1942. We demon- 





strated in 1932 that we could satisfactorily take care of a southern convention. We had no 


difficulty with a race problem and we anticipate no difficulty in the future. Many librarians 





have suggested they are waiting for another invitation to New Orleans. We are much bet- 





ter prepared to receive visitors now than we were ten years ago. Hotels, restaurants and con- 





vention halls are generally air-conditioned. There will be by 1942 several commodious li- 





brary buildings serving the public in New Orleans which did not exist in 1932. It has been 





suggested that the annual convention will be held in Cincinnati in 1940 and in Atlantic City 





in 1941. We now rise to move that the 1942 convention be held in New Orleans. 










































Do You Know 


That Louisiana can now claim “America’s Most Beautiful Library 
Bindery”? 


Come and pay us a Visit and You will find this statement to be 
a fact. 


You will find a Modernly Equipped plant producing Class “A” 
library bindings in accordance with the specifications of the American 
Library Association and we are sure you will be proud of the building 
in which we are housed. 


A more Modern and Sanitary plant does not exist anywhere in 
the world. 


We are the only Bindery in Louisiana licensed and certified to sup- 
ply you with the famous “Treasure Trove” Covers. We will gladly 
bind a book of fiction for you as a free sample of our work. 





CERTIFIED 
LIBRARY BINDERY 
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PELICAN BOOK & BINDERY HOUSE 
P. O. BOX 115 
3800-3820 Jefferson Highway 
New Orleans, La. 
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Vignettes of Libraries and Archives 
of the West Indies 


By Dororny M. Gropp 
(Continued from the December issue.) 


Among the achives of the Anglican Church 
is treasured the “Old Diary” of the Reverend 
Nicolas McLaughlin, kept from 1807 to 1833. 
A manuscript English copy of the “Diary” 
of Johan Peter Nissen, kept from July 8, 1792 
until 1837, is owned by Luis Monsanto. Of 
interest to Louisianians is the birth record 
of Judah P. Benjamin in the care of M. D. 
Sasso, Jewish rabbi in Charlotte Amalie. It 
is entered in the “Protocol, 1786/1848-date”, 
as follows: “August 6, 1811, Judah Benja- 
min born in Saint Croix, son of Philip and 
Rebecca Benjamin. Moél by Judah Benja- 
min” (the gradfather). The records having 
been kept in the St. Thomas congregation, all 
Jewish people in St. Croix came to St. 
Thomas to have birth records entered in the 
Protocol Book. Philip Benjamin, according 
to other records, was born in 1781 in Nevis, 
and Judah Benjamin, the gradfather, belong- 
ed in 1772 to the Jewish congregation in St. 
Eustatius, both islands in proximity to St. 
Thomas. 


The outstanding figure in the history of 
libraries in the French West Indies is Cictor 
Schoelcher, who lived from 1804 to 1893, and 
dominated the movement which resulted in 
the emancipation of their slaves in 1848. 
Schools, libraries and streets in both Martini- 
que and Guadeloupe bear his name. Foremost 
among them is the Bibiliotheque Schoelcher 
in Fort de France, capital of Marinique. It is 
an oriental looking buildinf, with a dome and 
overhanging roof, standing on a corner of that 
spacious Savanne which is dominated by 
the gracious statute of Josephine, Empress of 
the French, in her coronation robes. Schoel- 
cher was a collector of books, classical art 
objects, and paintings; with the former he 
founded the Bibliotheque Schoelcher in Fort 
de France; the second group he donated to 
the sister island, Gaudeloupe, where they 





were combined with the old Communal Li- 
brary to form the Musée et Bibliothéque 
Schoelcher in Point-a-Pitre. The paintings 
were donated to Cayenne, or French Guiana 
as we know it. The magnificent new boys’ 
school which Fort de France is finishing is 
also named after this great patriot. At pres- 
ent it is capable of accommodating a thous- 
and pupils, although there are only 700 en- 
rolled, a reversal of the ratio so frequently 
found in school plants. 

Another name which deserves acclaim is 
that of Dr. E. Ruiz de Lavison, native of 
Martinique, born 1806, a doctor, historian, 
statesman, naturalist, and writer, oft men- 
tioned by Lafcadio Hearn in his “Two Years 
in the French West Indies” for his studies 
on the “Martiniquaises” and his moving de- 
scription of the natural beauty of the Island. 

The remaining islands of the survey group 
themselves as the British West Indies, and 
the Bermudas. Historically the latter islands, 
and British Guiana on the northeastern main- 
land of South America, are legitimately as- 
sociated with the West Indies, though not 
geographically. The British West Indies 
politically embrace the Bahamas, Jamaica, 
Leeward Islands, Windward Islands, and 
Trinidad and Tobago. 


Sunny Bermuda has been long famed as 
a winter resort because of its mild climate 
and orderly aspect. The latter quality is due 
in part to the prohibition of motor traffic on 
the island. Bicycles and horse drawn car- 
riages are “tops” here. They are truly “Isles 
of Summer”, though that is taking in vain 
the name of the early colonizer, Sir George 
Somers. Various of the many old homes are 
used for public and private institutions. The 
Bermuda Public Library, in Hamilton, is 
located in the “Par-la-Ville” Park, once a 
private estate, and uses the century and a 
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half old estate house for its quarters. This 
old home, with the wide gallery around the 
front and side, lends itself to as quiet and 
comfortable reading as one’s own library. The 
old kitchen, slightly adapted, make a staff 
recreation room. The children’s collection 
and reading room is also especially attrac- 
tive. 

Another old 17th century home in nearby 
St. Georges extends its “Welcome Stairs” to 
members and friends of the St. Georges His- 
torical Society. In the main hallway off these 
stairs stands an old box with the label, “In 
this chest was brought the paper which J. 
Stockdale used in the first newspaper of 
Bermuda, issued January 17, 1784”. Fire- 
places throughout the house reflect warmth 
from ankle high, knee high, or waist high 
firebeds. 

In the Government Archives there is much 
to interest Americans. The Minutes of the 
Assembly of October 11, 1775, records the 
address of the Governor in which he refers 
to the robbery committed on the local powder 
magazines, the perpetrators of which were 
still under cover. In elucidation of this, con- 
sider the photostat copy of a letter in the 
files of the two historical societies of Ber- 
muda—the letter from George Washington to 
Governor Cooke of Rhode Island, noting the 
scarcity of gun powder, and calling attention 
to the quantity said to exist in nearby Ber- 
muda, where the citizens were many of them 
in sympathy with the American Cause. 
And to finish this episode, consider the entry 
in the Minutes of the Pennsylvania “Com- 
mittee of Safety”, August 26, 1775, record- 
ing the receipt of a letter, brought by the 
vessel “Lady Catherine” from Henry Tucker, 
chairman of the Deputies of the several Par- 
ishes of Bermuda, in which letter he enclosed 
a bill for 1,182 pounds of gunpowder! 

Of especial interest to Louisianians is the 
report on the 1843 yellow fever epidemic in 
the Bermudas. In it are also references to 
the epidemics of 1796, 1818 and 1819 and 
other early “fever” epidemics. At the request 
of the governor of Bermuda, William Bur- 
gess, a business man in New Orleans and 
former Immigration Officer and teacher in 


the Bermudas, detailed by letter the opinions 
of Dr. Luzenberg of New Orleans on the 
transmissible nature of the disease, a point 
much in debate at the time. Burgess, a 
Scotchman, came to Bermuda in 1822 and 
emigrated to New Orleans about 1843, dying 
there of cholera on or about December 4th, 
1850. 

The Bahamas are likewise much frequent- 
ed as a winter resort. Their Public Library 
had its beginning in the “Bahama Society 
for the Diffusion of Useful Knowledge,” or- 
ganized 1834, which shortly after united with 
a “Reading Club”, and eventually became 
the Nassau Public Library. An act of 1847 
provided that the said library should contain 
a collection of books suitable for a working 
men’s library to be made available to laborers 
by a low scale of subscriptions adapted to 
their means. It is housed in a building which 
ante-dates even the quarters of the Bermuda 
Public Library in Hamilton, for 1874 an act 
provided that the Library should be housed 
in the public building known as the “Old 
Prison”, a building vacated since a period of 
blockade running prosperity had produced a 
fine new prison about 1865. 

“Old Prison” is the oldest of all the Nassau 
government buildings, its erection having 
been authorized in 1797 for the purpose of a 
common gaol, workhouse, and house of cor- 
rection. The original cells are now utilized 
in an entirely different manner as well lit 
and well ventilated alcoves, lined with mod- 
ern books—no hint now of its former pur- 
pose. It is octagonal, of three floors, with 
eight cells on each side of the first two 
floors. 

The largest island of the British West In 
dies is Jamaica, a “stone’s throw” from 
Cuba, “well wooded and watered” according 
to its old Indian name, “Xayamaca”. Colum 
bus called it St. Jago, but the Indian name 
persisted. Even the first capital, St. Jago 
de la Vega, survives now as simply “Spanish 
Town.” 

Adorning most of the available wall space 
in the Museum of the Institute of Jamaica, 
Kingston, is the pictorial history of the early 
colony—cartoons, paintings, steel engravings, 
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water colours, depicting the dress, customs, 
balls, river baptisms, abolition of slavery, 
sugar making, dashing rivers and cascades, 
fortifications, etc., everything that was crowd- 
ed into the romantic colonizing of the 
tropics. 

In the same Institute apart from the Gen- 
eral Library of 28,000 volumes is the mag- 
nificent collection of the West India Refer- 
ence Library, 12,000 volumes of books, maps, 
newspapers, and manuscripts gathered over 
many years by its late secretary, Mr. Frank 
Cundall. A manuscript record preserves testi- 
monials presented in the controversy between 
the early Spanish and English over the right 
to cut logwood—source of various dyes— off 
Cape Catoche, on the shores of Campeche, 
Yucatan. The correspondence between the 
Jamaica governor and colnnial officials in 
London reveals in the background the intri- 
cate give and take between diplomats of Eng- 
land and Spain in their delicate endeavor to 
establish a future claim on this Spanish shore 
without provoking actual conflict at the mo- 
ment. Another manuscript record tells of the 
French refugees, who, fleeing revolutionary 
Haiti in the year 1803, came in such numbers 
to Jamaica, that that colony, unprepared to 
shelter them all, furnished many with food 
and passage to New Orleans. 

Over in the old capital, Spanish Town, in 
the Island Record Office is that collection of 
records of the Vice-Admiralty Court upon 
which so much interest has centered in the 
last year. These records consist of about 2,500 
sets of documents—perhaps about 40,000 sep- 
arate papers—presented in the Prize Court, 
from 1750 to 1889. Very interesting to us 
Americans are the earlier papers presented 
in these Admiralty Court trials of prize en- 
emy vessels, frequently bearing autograph 
signatures of great men of the infant United 
States such as Washington, Adams, John 
Jay, Jefferson, Hancock, Hamilton. 

“None of the other British West Indies, 
or any of the States, has anything approach- 
ing [this collection] in its value for the naval 
and commercial history of the period, 1775- 


1815. These Jamaican records are undoubted- 
ly more complete than even the Admiralty 
Records in London for events in Caribbean 
waters.”! Mr. Langton Robertson is classify- 
ing and calendaring the documents. 

Spanish Town in itself is interesting. 
Houses, flush on narrow streets, are brick, 
painted cream yellow, with boxed shutters at 
the windows providing good “lookouts”, and 
narrow double steps. Two wheeled donkey 
carts are guided by negresses resplendant in 
red and yellow percale headkerchiefs. And 
the St. Catherine’s Cathedral is one of the 
three oldest ecclesiastical buildings in the 
West Indies, the Cathedrals in Havana and 
Cartegena taking precedence. 

Many of the Islands have profited in re- 
cent years by grants from the Carnegie Cor- 
poration for the improvement of their public 
library book collections and the installation 
of some physical equipment. The Dominica 
Public Library, a cool, well ventilated build- 
ing, stands near a towering white cedar tree 
whose pink luminosity is visible to the ship’s 
passenger far out in the open roadstead bay. 
Open porches on the sea sides of the library 
tempt the stranger to prefer views to books. 
The Grenada Public Library, on the inner 
bay, looks down from its second floor posi- 
tion on to the recurring rhythm incident to 
loading and unloading steamers. The St. 
Kitts Public Library likewise looks from the 
second story out across the public garden 
square resplendant in its display of flowering 
tropical trees and showy bushes. The Public 
Library of Montserrat is anticipating new 
quarters in place of its present temporary 
abode following the recent earthquake. 

At the rectory of the Anglican Church of 
St. Mary’s Parish, Antiqua—including St. 
Mary’s Old Road Church, in which is buried 
the first European born on the island of An- 
tiqua, and St. Mary’s of the Valley Chapel— 
are preserved some very interesting church 
records, among them records of baptisms, 
marriages, and burials from about 1840 to 
date, the Census of 1827, and the Minutes 
of the Vestry from [ca.] 1684 to 1761. The 


1 §. E. Morrison, Professor of History, Harvard, in an interview with the Jamaica Daily 
Gleaner, March 9, 1938. 
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rectory of the Moravian Mission has many 
records dating from before 1800, one of the 
more amusing being a letter to the Minister, 
1838, detailing how “one of our members at 
Mount Pleasant has taken into her head that 
the man call’d Parker has her Shadow cork’d 
up. 

Sir Reginald T. St. Johnston, former Gov- 
ernor of the Leeward Islands, trying in 1930 
to determine the state and extent of docu- 
ments in each of the Presidencies, solicited 
and received reports from each, accompanied 
by lists of the archive holdings. In his cor- 
respondence with the Secretary of State in 
London he described the archives of Antigua 
as a “magnificent field, practically untouched, 
for historical research in ancient customs, 
laws, constitutions, slave trade, French wars, 
general politics . . .” and offered to any re- 
search worker interested in studying them 
every possible facility of which the govern- 
ment was capable. Antigua is the repository 
of not only the archives of Antigua, the 
Presidency, but also of the archives pertain- 
ing to the government of the Leeward Islands. 
Duplicates of many of these latter records are 
to be found in the London Record office. 

Further evidence throughout the British 
colonies of reawakened interest in their his- 
torical records is seen in their various recent 
Committees on Historical Records whose pur- 
pose is to investigate their historical materials 


and make every effort to preserve them. His- 
torical societies, as in Bermuda, Barbados, 
British Guiana, St. Kitts, and Trinidad, are 
invaluable for their promotion of interest in 
local history. West Indiana and local ma- 
terials are found in nearly every public library 
—the Antigua Public Library, St. Kitts Pub- 
lic Library, the Dominica Public Library, the 
Barbados Public Library, the Trinidad Public 
Library in Port of Spain, the Carnegie Li- 
brary of British Guiana. They are also col- 
lected in the Imperial College of Tropical 
Agriculture, the Royal Agricultural and Com- 
mercial Society of British Guiana, the Jamai- 
ca Institute, the aforementioned historical so- 
cieties, in churches, and in private hands. 
Perhaps a digression which enables the 
writer to jump from Kitts to the South will 
also serve to terminate a paper which is 
lengthening beyond the patience of the reader. 
In the recently established museum in St. 
Kitts, there are the very interesting remains 
of the coach ordered for Jefferson Davis, 
which, arriving in New York during the 
War Between the States, was resold to a St. 
Kitts merchant. He took it back to St. Kitts 
with him, and again resold it to a local fam- 
ily, which has passed it down through sev- 
eral generations, and at last bequeathed it to 
an honored position in the St. Kitts Museum. 
New Orleans, La. 
November 14, 1938. 





The Loutstana State University Acquires 
The Ely Collection on Economics 


By James A. McMILLEN 
Director of Louisiana State University Library 


The acquisition of the well known Eco- 
nomics Library of Dr. Richard T. Ely by the 
Louisiana State University Library should be 
of interest to Louisiana librarians as its ad- 
dition probably gives L. S. U. first rank in 


the South in this important field. This col- 


lection represents the collections of Dr. Ely 
over a period of some sixty years and con- 
tains most of the great books on economics, 
many of them in the rare early editions. 


Professor Ely received his A.B. at Columbia 
University in 1876 and obtained his Ph.D. d& 
gree at Heidelberg in 1879. After some fur 
ther study abroad, he returned to this cout 
try in 1880 and in 1881 was appointed Pro 
fessor of Political Economy and head of the 
department of John Hopkins University, thes 
the chief graduate school in the country. Re 
maining there eleven years, he left in 1892 © 
take a similar chair at the University of Wis 
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consin. Before his retirement at Wisconsin 
in 1925 that school became one of the most 
distinguished American institutions partly be- 
cause of its excellence in Economics. Leaving 
Wisconsin in 1925, Dr. Ely became Professor 
of Economics and Director of the Institute of 
Land Economics and Public Utilities at 
Northwestern University, again retiring in 
1933. He is still active in writing in this 
field, his autobiography “Ground under our 
Feet” having appeared late in 1938. 

The Ely Library is quite large and con- 
tains about 7,500 volumes of printed books, 
about 10,000 pamphlets and a large collection 
of unbound periodicals and documents. Many 
rare deeds and manuscripts bearing on the 
field of economics are also included. More 
than 500 titles were published before 1800 
while two books in the library were issued 
before 1500. 


The first edition of Hobbes’ “Leviathan” 
(1651), of Aram Smith’s “Wealth of Na- 
tions” (1776), and the “Essay on Population” 
(1798), by Malthus are three important titles, 
all here represented by magnificent copies. 
The many important books of Arthur Young 
as well as a complete file of his “Annals of 
Agriculture” are also present. The rarer por- 
tion of the library, containing some 1,200 
volumes, will be kept together as a special 
collection. 


Recently Louisiana State University was 
selected by the General Education Board as a 
suitable place to offer advanced work in the 
fields of Agricultral Economics and Rural 
Sociology and a special fund was set aside 
for buying in these fields. These purchases 
along with the Ely Collection will soon cause 
us to have available a noteworthy library in 
economics, probably unsurpassed in the en- 


tire South. 





A HITHERTO UNNOTICED 
NEW ORLEANS MAGAZINE 
COMES TO LIGHT 
A recent purchase of a small collection of 
pamphlets, periodicals and books from a well- 
known Natchez family brought to light a 
rather pretentious publishing venture of New 
Orleans shortly after the founding of De 





Bow’s Review (Jan. 1846). In December, 
1847, appeared the first number of “The 
New Orleans Miscellany”, described in its 
sub-title as “a monthly periodical, devoted 
to the interests of popular science, and to the 
advancement of Southern Literature”. It was 
edited and published by D. Macaulay, LL.D., 
and the subscription rate was $5.00 per year 
while single copies were obtainable for 50c. 
It was supposed, according to its ‘Prospectus’, 
printed on the back cover of the first number 
‘to comprize essays on a boundless variety of 
subjects, in which reason and imagination 
will combine their efforts to instruct and to 
please; that poetry will drop upon its pages 
its flowers and gems; that fancy and fiction 
will weave many a web, and rear many a 
structure; that it shall aim, at times, to 
awaken “wreathed smiles”, and anon aim at 
rousing the deepest feelings of the heart, 
whether grave or gay, imaginative or argu- 
mentative, every effort will tend to form the 
mind to the love of the beautiful, the pa- 
triotic, the useful, and the true.’ There was 
to be ‘no political bias’. 

The file obtained contained the first three 
numbers, those of December, 1847, and of 
January and February, 1848. The magazine 
is octavo in size and each number contains 
about 88 pages. 


It is surprising that such a dignified journal 
failed to catch the popular fancy, for the L. 
S. U. file seems to be unique, the title not 
being mentioned by Griffin’s “Bibliography 
of New Orleans Magazines” and not listed in 
the “Union List of Serials”. Whether more 
numbers were issued I have not been able to 
ascertain. If anyone knows of its existence 


in any other library I would like to be noti- 
fied. 





LIBRARIAN EXAMINATIONS 





Miss Debora Abramson, Secretary of the 
State Board of Library Examiners announces 
that all persons wishing to take the examina- 
tion for certification are requested to get in 
touch with her at once. If a sufficient number 
of persons are interested, announcement will 
be made of an examination. 
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Louisiana Library Association 
Annual Meeting 


All of our lives we have been hearing of 
Natchitoches, (and trying to pronounce it), 
but many of us have never been there. At 
last we have a perfect excuse; Historic Nat- 
chitoches is to be the host of the 1939 L. L. A. 
convention. Just to see the quaint old town 
lying sprawled along both sides of lovely 
Cane River is enough to awaken in one those 
sentiments of awe and reverence which are 
associated with the past. Here for two hun- 
dred and twenty-five years the drama of life 
has been unrolling; here history has been 
made. Forts have been built and have crum- 
bled into ruin; men have fought and died 
here. But the quaint old town still sprawls 
placidly and invitingly as it basks in the 
Southern sunshine. 

The tentative program for the meeting to 
be held in Natchitoches Thursday, April 27 
to Saturday, April 29 is as follows: 

THURSDAY, APRIL 27TH 
10:00 Registration 
Committee Meetings 
2:00 First General Session, Debora Abram- 
son, presiding. 
Address of welcome 
Response for the LLA, Mr. McMillen, 
Past President 
Business meeting 
Committee Reports 
Election of officers 
Address: General summary of WPA 
library extension activities, Mr. Ed- 
ward A. Chapman, Library Consul- 
tant, Works Progress Administration 

6:00 Sectional dinner meetings 

Regional and Public, Presiding: Bess 
Vaughan, Librarian, Shreve Mem- 
orial Library, Shreveport 

College and Reference, Chairman, 
Helen Maestri, Librarian, Hanson 
Normal Library, New Orleans 

8:30 Reception at Country Club 
Address: Mr. Elmer Scott, Executive 
Secretary, Civic Federation of Dal- 
las, Dallas, Texas 





FRIDAY, APRIL 28TH 


8:30 Library School Breakfasts 
Illinois, S. Metella Williams in 
charge 
Columbia, Debora Abramson 
Others to be arranged 


10:00 Second general session, Debora Abram- 
son, presiding: Library Extension 
Louisiana receives state aid for libra- 
ries, Margaret Reed, Lincoln Parish 
Library, Ruston, La. 

Louisiana W.P.A. library projects, 
Miss Alma S. Hammond, Director, 
Women’s and professional projects, 
W.P.A. of Louisiana, New Orleans. 

The Federal Education Bill and its 
implications for libraries, Lois 
Shortess 


12:30 Friends of the Library Luncheon, Mrs. 
Dan Stewart, Chairman of Trustees 
section, in charge (Trustee from 
Webster Parish) 

Junior members luncheon, Lucile Al 
thar Tinsdol, Chairman 


2:00 Third General Session, Eugene Wat- 
son, Vice President, presiding: 
Forward, March 

The New Orleans Public Library re 
ports progress, Mr. John Hall Ja 
cobs, Librarian, New Orleans Public 

Uniting libraries in New Orleans, Mr. 
Robert Usher, Librarian, Howard 

Memorial Library 

Special libraries in Louisiana, Miss 
Mary Louise Marshall, Librarian, 
Tulane Medical Library 

Training for Librarianship in Louis- 
ana, Miss Margaret Herdman, Di 
rector, Library School, LSU. 

7:45 Banquet, Debora Abramson, presiding 

Guest Speakers: 

Prof. Cleanth Brooks, English De 
partment, Louisiana State Univer 
sity. 
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Katherine Anne Porter 
Miss Margaret Lesser, Editor, Junior 
Books, Doubleday Doran Co. 


SATURDAY, APRIL 29TH 


8:30 LSU Library School Breakfast, Eliza- 
beth Johnson in charge 


10:00 Fourth General Session, D. Abramson, 
presiding: And What of Books? 
Recent reference books and profes- 
sional literature, Viola Anderson, 
Reference Librarian, Tulane Univer- 
sity Library 


Recent readable books for adults, Sally 
Farrell, Shreve Memorial Library, 
Shreveport 

Getting Wisconsin to read, Miss Jen- 
nie T. Schrage, Chief, Travelling li- 
braries and study club dept., Wis- 
consin Library Commission, Madi- 
son, Wis. 

Business 

1:00 School Library Luncheon, Miss Stella 
Dolhonde, Librarian Jesuit High 
School, New Orleans 
Guest speaker: Miss Margaret Les- 


ser. 





The most important news of the month to 
shool librarians is that the books ordered 
through the State in the spring of 1939 are 
now being delivered. Since the schools in the 
Florida parishes close early, their books were 
shipped first from the depository in New 
Orleans, and the other parishes are being 
taken alphabetically. 

A revival of reading interest, new bulletin- 
board displays, materials for projects and 
library club programs, bright books lining 
shelves which were empty before—these are 
some of the visions which the librarian sees 
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as she opens the box of “State books.” Too, 
before long she will have the pleasant task 
of making out another order. Plans for the 
1939 book purchase are now being made, and 
the schools will be asked to send in their 
new orders by May 1. 





Much interest has been shown by school 
superintendents, principals, librarians, and 
teachers in the two bills for Federal aid to 
education, including libraries, now being 
considered by Congress. These bills, H. R. 
3517 and S. 1305, provide substantial sums 
for aid to both school and public library 
“rvice in Louisiana, and are being heartily 
tndorsed by the citizens of our State. Num- 
bers of school people and community organi- 
zations have wired to President Roosevelt, 

tative De Rouen, Senator Ellender, 


School Libraries 


and the sponsors of the two bills, urging sup- 
port and favorable action. 





The Library Journal for January 15, 1939, 
featured an article on “Cooperation Between 
Public and School Libraries”, by Miss Lois 
F. Shortess, State Supervisor of School Li- 
braries. This was adapted from a paper given 
by Miss Shortess at the Oklahoma City meet- 
ing of the Southwestern Library Association 
in 1938. The same subject will be the theme 
of the School Library Section of the Missis- 
sippi Education Association at its meeting 
in Jackson on March 24. Miss Shortess will 
be present to lead the discussion at that time. 





Several professional books of interest to 
school librarians have appeared recently, some 
of them unusually valuable. Now that school 
library materials may be ordered each year 
through the State, librarians will want to 
take advantage of the opportunity to include 
in their orders materials of this kind. Thus 
they will be able to keep up with trends in 
school library work, and to improve their 
service. 

A few suggested purchases are listed below, 
each with a short annotation. 

Fargo, L. F. Activity book for school li- 
braries. American Library Association, 
1938. $2.50 
Excellent practical suggestions for library 
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projects and programs, publicity, curricu- 
lum activities, etc. 


Heller, F. M. Experimenting together— 
the librarian and the teacher of English. 
American Library Association, 1938. 75c 
Describes the cooperation of librarian, 
teacher, and pupils in a progressive high 
school. One of a series on the fusion of 
the library and the curriculum. 

Phelps, E. M. Book and library plays. 
Wilson, 1938. $2.25 


Long and short plays suitable for Book 
Week, assembly programs, etc. Most are 
for junior and senior high school use, 
with a few for elementary schools. 
Roos, J. C. Background readings for 


American history. Rev. ed. Wilson, 
1939. 35¢ 


The new edition includes recent worth- 
while books. 

Roos, J. C., ed. By way of introduction, a 
book list for young people. American 
Library Association, 1938. 65c. (Special 
quantity prices.) 

Contains 1200 titles arranged under 20 
classifications. Excellent selection and 
good annotations. 

Wenman, L. M. Subject headings for the 
information file. 4th ed. Wilson, 1938. 
$1.25 
Useful in arranging and classifying ver- 
tical file material. 

Wilson, Martha. School library manage- 
ment. Wilson, 1939. 

New edition prepared by Althea Currin. 
Contains new section for the school ad- 
ministrator. Ready in March. 





Libraries For Negroes 


This issue we have news from a source 
which up to now has been much too mute 
about its library activities—the Louisiana 
Negro Normal and Industrial Institute at 
Grambling, Louisiana. From the librarian 
at Grambling, Miss Virginia Lee Hill, comes 
the following account: 

“If a visitor had dropped in one day dur- 
ing the fall of 1935 at the Louisiana Negro 
Normal and Industrial Institute, he would 
have noticed a complacent look on the faces 
of many of the students. Mr. Lewis (State 
Agent of Negro Schools) had just announced 
that we needed a library. 

“One room in the administration building 
was to be used for such a venture. Soon drab 
green walls turned to light buff; dusty, moldy, 
out-of-date textbooks which had been stored 
in this room: gave place to bright attractive 
useful books. Thackeray’s ‘Vanity Fair’, and 
Bulwer-Lytton’s ‘Last Days of Pompeii’, gifts 
to the school, were temporarily withdrawn 
until the reading ability of the students war- 
ranted the presence of these books on the 
shelves. Two tables from another room 
were brought in; eight chairs were bought; 


window shades were put up. An attempt was 
made to create a wholesome, industrious, and 
inviting atmosphere. 

“It was not long before students began 
coming in—shy and curious at first, at ease 
and eager later. By the end of the first year 
the demand for books and seats was so great 
that we were sorely in need of space. We got 
it. Two things were in our favor: the room 
we were in was needed for a classroom and 
the place was packed every time officials 
came to the school. 

“In the fall of 1936 an old campus cafe 
was enlarged. The building was turned over 
to the students as a project. While one group 
worked on the addition to the building, at 
other was making tables and shelving. With- 
in a few months of that year we were settled 
in the new place. But our shelves—they 
looked so empty! They still do. Recently, 
however, Louisiana Polytechnic Institute a 
Ruston gave us a large collection of dupli 
cates. 

“In spite of the increase in space and books, 
we need still more space and still more books. 
Our students still lack tables and chairs; they 
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still need reading materials to work with. 
We do face the future with joy and antici- 
pation, though, for in the fall of 1939 we 
expect to be in a permanent brick building, 
one large enough to take care of our needs 
for some time to come. No longer need we 
see our students turning away because of 
lack even of standing room; no longer need 
we wait for our friends to send us bundles 
of old magazines; no longer will our children 
in the elementary school be denied use of the 
library—they will have their own in our new 
program. 

“There is much yet to be done, but we face 
the future fortified with the thought that the 
school here at Grambling, through the library, 
is trying to instill ideals and principles into 
its students.” 


From Mr. Nathaniel Stewart at Dillard 
comes an apology for his error in the last 
issue of the Bulletin. His article, “Govern- 
ment Documents Come of Age,” will not 
appear in the Library Journal, but in Social 


Studies. Mr. Stewart is offering two courses 


in Library Science this semester: one in “In- 
struction in the Use of Library Resources,” a 
course for elementary and secondary school 
teachers of New Orleans; the other a course 
for freshmen, “Library Practices and Tech- 
nique: an Orientation.” The Dillard Uni- 
versity Library is now actively engaged in 
forming a collection of Dillardiana, and 
would be very grateful to any persons who 
might be able to donate materials dealing 
with the history of Straight College and New 
Orleans University, the two institutions out 
of which Dillard University was formed. 


Miss Margaret Burke and Miss Katherine 
Bridges of the Xavier University Library 
Staff attended the Mid-winter meeting of the 
American Library Association in Chicago in 
December. 


Miss Margaret Burke reviewed Antonina 
Vallentin’s “Leonardo da Vinci” at the New 
Orleans meeting on Saturday, February 18, 
of the Junior Members of the Louisiana Li- 
brary Association. 





(ollege and Reference Section 


MIDDLE AMERICAN RESEARCH 
INSTITUTE 


The Middle American Research Institute 
of Tulane University of Louisiana, in New 
Orleans, has embarked on a nation-wide cam- 
paign to raise $2,000,000 with which to build 
on the Tulane campus a full-sized reproduc- 
tion of the great Maya pyramid at Chichen 
Itza, Yucatan, Mexico. President Rufus C. 
Harris of Tulane University states that this 
imposing structure when completed will 
house the Institute’s museum, library, admini- 
strative and service units. It is planned that 
the library shall occupy one entire floor, com- 
prising a reading room, book-stacks, fumiga- 
tion plant, map room, rare book vault, work 
and special study rooms, and library offices. 

Tulane’s Middle American Research Insti- 
tute is participating in the Golden Gate In- 
ternational Exposition in San Francisco. It 


sent for exhibition in the Cultural Exhibit 
Hall a number of its museum objects and 
several items from its library, including the 
Tulane Codex, Cortes Laws, Mexican Migra- 
tion Map, the Starr Codex, and Land Title 
Dispute document. Estimates by the officials 
of the Exposition indicate that over 1,000,000 
visitors will see the cultural exhibit during 
the course of the Fair. 

The Middle American Research Institute 
has received a collection of archaeological and 
ethnographical materials through a bequest 
from the late Dr. Thomas Gann. Dr. Gann 
was widely known for his investigations of 
Maya Indians of British Honduras and Yuca- 
tan. 


First prize in the Professor Quiz radio hour 
of the National Broadcasting Company in its 
New Orleans appearance Saturday, February 
25, was won by a librarian, recipient Miss 
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Muriel Haas, Assistant Librarian in the Mid- 
dle American Research Institute. 

Arthur E. Gropp, Librarian of the Mid- 
dle American Research Institute, attended 
the Inter-American Bibliographical and Li- 
brary Association Conference which convened 
in Washington, February 23 and 24. Mr. 
Gropp gave a paper on Newspaper Collec- 
tions in the Middle American area covered by 
his survey of libraries and archives. The 
paper was accompanied by a partial checklist 
of over 900 different newspaper titles. 

Mr. John C. L. Andreassen, of the Histori- 
cal Records Survey, W. P. A., announces that 
a unit working in the Middle American Re- 
search Institute Library of Tulane University 
of Louisiana has compiled a calendar of an 
important block of Middle American re- 
search material designated as the “Yucatecan 
Letters.” The calendar is composed of 897 
entries covering as many manuscripts and 
mirrors a cross section of military and civil 
activities carried on in Yucatan, Mexico, 1778- 
1863. This draft will be released shortly in 
mimeograph form. 

Likewise, the “Hoffman Collection of 
Maps” has been catalogued by this unit. The 
collection mainly includes 755 maps of Mid- 
dle and South America. It is expected that 
this material will also be made available to 
research investigators in like form. The In- 
ventory of the Parish Archives of Louisiana, 
Saint Bernard, No. 44, and Plaquemine, No. 
38 will be released early in March. An in- 
ventory of notarial acts in the offices of no- 
taries public in Orleans Parish is being issued 
as a preliminary portion of the more compre- 
hensive parish inventory. 


TULANE UNIVERSITY 


Tulane University received a gift of five 
hundred and fifty-two bioks from the library 
of Edward A. Filene. Mr. Filene was a Bos- 
ton merchant and philanthropist, as well as 
the author of many business books. Several 
of the volumes in the collection are autograph 
copies. 

Friday, March 3rd, the staff of Tulane Uni- 
versity Library celebrated at a supper and 
theatre party two outstanding events—the 


twenty-fifth anniversary of Mrs. C. S. Bau- 
man as cataloguer of Tulane library and the 
accessioning of the hundred thousandth book 
in the library. 

SOUTHWESTERN LOUISIANA 

INSTITUTE 

The contract was let on January 31st for 
the library building of Southwestern Louisi- 
ana Institute. This is to be a two story build- 
ing placed near the center of the campus. 
Work has been started on this building and 
it is hoped that it will be completed and ready 
for use in September of this year. 

LOYOLA UNIVERSITY 

Loyola University Library has partially 
solved the problem of classifying and making 
available pamphlets which are not filed in 
the Vertical File: 

We classify the pamphlets by the Dewey 
Decimal System, and file the pamphlets on 
separate shelves. To distinguish and identi- 
fy the pamphlets readily, we have placed at 
the top of each pamphlet, a narrow strip of 
book cloth. The color of the book cloth strip 
identifies the subject matter of the pamphlet. 

We keep a list of the colors and the sub- 
jects these colors represent, opposite the class- 
ification assigned to each pamphlet, so that 
similar pamphlets later received may be so 
marked. 

In this way we use scraps of book cloth, 
keep a simple record of the pamphlets we 
have and do not have to spend a great deal 
of time re-assorting such material. 

This idea is not entirely original, because 
the Newark Public Library has a somewhat 
similar scheme, but more elaborately carried 
out. They use strips of colored paper and 
place such strips in certain positions on the 
backs of the pamphlets to identify the subject 
classification. 

We pass on this method to other librarians 
who have similar problems. 


NEW ORLEANS CITY HALL 
ARCHIVES 
The City Hall Archives has received from 
the City Engineer’s Office, several very valu- 
able maps and plans dating from the years 
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1728 to 1841, all in French, also other maps 
and plans in English up to the year 1921. 

These maps and plans are beautiful works 
of art, many in perfect condition, and were 
made by the various City Surveyors of that 
time; namely, Loclatte, Tanesse, Pilie, Zim- 
ple and D’Hemecourt. 

Through the sponsorship of Mayor Maestri 
and the White Collar Project of the “WPA” 
we have also completed an alphabetical and 
numerical index of all changes in street names 
and numbers of houses and buildings, dating 
from 1852 to the present time. 

In addition to the above, we have in book 
form a list of ordinances covering the origin 
and names of streets, parks, squares and play- 
grounds from the year 1840 up to the pres- 
ent. All this information should prove of 
great value to the city and the general pub- 
lic. 

Our visitors, who come to the Archives for 
inspection and to make researches are increas- 
ing in number daily, and our register shows 
people, not only from our own city, but from 
all sections of the world. Some of our late 
visitors were from Holland, Cuba, Pennsyl- 
vania, Indiana, Colorado, Texas, Washington, 
D. C., and elsewhere. 

We have also supplied information to L. 
S. U. and to our local universities and high 
schools. 

We will further say that all visitors can be 


assured of a hearty welcome at the City Hall 
Archives. 


NORTHEAST CENTER 


Construction of the new library building 
for Northeast Center, Louisiana State Uni- 
versity at Monroe is well under way, and the 
library will be in its new quarters in Sep- 
tember. 

The library display was a successful fea- 
ture of the Conference on Guidance held at 
Northeast Center of Louisiana State Univers- 
ity on February 18. The display consisted of 
monographs on more than 150 vocations and 
of books which would be valuable aids in 
the other phases of guidance, such as guid- 
ance in the matter of health, personality, 
ethics, scholarship and hobbies. Educators 








interested in the high schools of northeast 
Louisiana were in attendance at the confer- 
ence, and two high schools have asked for 


a loan of the display. 





CENTENARY COLLEGE 


Centenary College Library reports that 
they have been working this year especially 
hard on an attempt to improve the type of 
work done by the student assistants in the 
library. In carrying out this project they 
have had monthly staff meetings with com- 
pulsory attendance and time credit given to 
the N. Y. A. students. Meetings have been 
made as pleasant as possible and also at- 
tempts have been made to give definite instru- 
tions so that services could be more efficient. 
Monthly programs have consisted of book 
reviews by the students themselves, as well 
as talks by the librarian on how to give more 
efficient service. Guest speakers have talked 
about matters of professional interest, en- 
couraging professional reading, or definite 
instruction about professional service. 

At the meeting just preceding mid-semes- 
ter a rather complete test was given each as- 
sistant, a test which had been made out at 
library school to serve as a pre-test so that 
the information was rather broad in its scope. 
Considerable study was done in preparation 
for the test, and those whose grades fell be- 
low eighty were required to study again and 
take the test over so that the level of general 
information would be raised. The library is 
planning to continue this type of instruction 
to the library assistants with the idea of adapt- 
ing A. L. A. sheets for the instruction of stu- 
dent assistants to round out our program of 
instruction. These monthly meetings fol- 
lowed a student-assistant institute which was 
held at the beginning of hte school year. A 
day was spent giving special instructions to 
the desk assistants on how to serve library 
patrons. 

The library has continued sponsoring new 
exhibits in the main building of the college 
campus every two weeks, and through the 
special work of an N. Y. A. art student ex- 
hibits have taken on a professional air of 
which they are very proud. 
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Loutsiana Library Commission 


With the opening of new units made pos- 
sible by increased funds and the Works Pro- 
gress Administration, and the increase in use 
of the Commission office, the Library Com. 
mission is busier than ever. 

Miss Essae Martha Culver has reported 
that February 2 was a red letter day for the 
people of Lincoln parish, because it marked 
the opening of the newest library demonstra- 
tion, a unit in that parish. Parish and state 
leaders officially inaugurated the operation 
of the unit, and throngs gathered to sign for 
borrowers’ cards and to attend the ceremonies, 
presided over by J. O. Modisette, chairman 
of the Commission. 

The library is directed by Miss Edith 
Rigsby, assisted by Margaret Reed, the li- 
brarian of the Ruston headquarter branch. 
Additional personnel will be furnished by 
the Works Progress Administration. 

There will be branches to supply the needs 
of the parish at Antioch, Choudrant, Bubach, 
Hico, Hilly, Nobles, Sibley, Simsboro, and 
Vienna, and a huge and beautiful new blue 
Bookmobile, capable of carrying 1800 books 
will stock the branches and at regular inter- 
vals will visit rural communities too small to 
maintain a fixed collection of books. 

There is a proposal to merge Bienville 
with Lincoln parish to form a new regional 
demonstration. Plans are yet indefinite. 

Terrebonne Parish has been the resolution 
of establishment, appointed the library board 
for a parish library, and is seeking a location. 
The personnel has not been named. 

Vermillion parish has re-established its 
library, and appointed a library board. At 
present members of the board are working 
toward a budget for operation. 


Business and civic leaders of Acadia, 
Evangeline and St .Landry parishes have ad- 
vocated the installation o fa tri-parish library 
for that territory, following a conference with 
Miss Culver. 

The new Works Progress Administration 
for Louisiana opened on November 28, 1938, 
directed by Miss Mary Walton Harris, di- 
rector of the County and Regional Depart- 
ment. 

The principal aid received has been help 
in setting up branches of parish libraries. One 
Bookmobile has been bought. 

The County and Regional Department has 
added to its staff: Miss Jean Mason, Mrs. 
Paul Postell, Mrs. Minetta McPhearson, Mrs. 
Esther Sharp, Miss Katherine Ferrara, and 
Miss Mabel G. Haworth. 

New members of the Commission staff 
include Miss Ruth Ferguson, and Miss Eliza- 
beth Williams. Miss Sallie Farrell of the 
reference department is on leave for five 
months, and is at the Shreveport Library. 

Changes in the Tri-Parish Library include 
the addition of Miss Margaret Winchell and 
Miss Neville Reid to headquarters office, with 
Miss Louise Gray being transferred from 
headquarters to Jonesboro, where she is in 
charge of the Jonesboro and Hodge branch 
libraries, in place of Anna Johnson, who is 
now librarian of Concordia Parish Library. 





The March issue of Young Wings, the 
Magazine of the Boys’ and Girls’ Book Club, 
published by the Junior Literary Guild con- 
tains an interesting little feature article on the 
Bookmobile in the Tri-Parish Library. Pic 
tures of children clamoring for more and 
more books add vividness to the article. 





Junior Members Round Table 


With the coming of Spring, come thoughts 
also of leaving our winter hibernation and 
gathering with our friends for the exchange 





of pleasantries, hopes, and ideas. What bet 
ter time could there be for regional meetings 
of the Junior Members than now before the 
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state convention of L. L. A.! With this idea 
in mind, the state has been divided into five 
sections and a chairman of JMRT in each 
has been appointed by Lucile Althar Tindol. 
So be looking for, and heed the call of your 
chairman when she writes you about your 
meeting. Meet old friends, glean new ideas, 
and come away with new resolutions and 
inspiration from your JMRT meeting. 





SOUTHERN SECTION 

Mardi Gras! Carnival! Gaiety! Old friends 
meet again! New friends are so much fun! 
As has been the annual custom, the southern 
section of the J.M.R.T. met in New Orleans 
on the Saturday morning before Carnival. 
Evelyn Peters presided with Stella Dolhonde 
serving as secretary. 

A resolution endorsing the Harrison-Fletch- 
er Bill, which calls for federal aid to educa- 
tion including aid for libraries, was adopted 
by the group. 

Mr. Lionel Bourgeois, District Superintend- 
ent of New Orleans Public Schools, explained 
why the library is the heart of the school. 
According to him the modern trend in edu- 
cation is building the curriculum around the 
library. John Hall Jacobs described numerous 
plans recently instituted in an effort to broad- 
en the services of the New Orleans Public 
Library. Margaret Burke reviewed Leonardo 
de Vinci by Antonia Ballatin. Claire Oriol, 
Evelyn Stuart Cormier, and Helen Maestri 
reported on the Louisiana Teachers’ Associa- 
tion, Southwestern Library Association, and 
New Orleans Library Club respectively. 





NORTHERN SECTION 
Plans are now going forward for a meet- 
ing of this group under the leadership of 
Frances Flanders. Assisting her are Ruth 
Regan Baird and Irene Smith. The date has 
been set for March 18 and the place of meet- 
ing will be Minden. Twelve parishes com- 
Prise this group. 
WESTERN SECTION 
Patricia Catlett with the assistance of Loma 
Knighten and Lucille Young is planning a 
meeting for April 15 to be held in Lafayette. 
This district is composed of ten parishes. 





DIRECTORY NEWS 


Do you want a copy of the directory? Just 
write to Mildred Hogan, State Department 
of Education, Baton Rouge. 

Is your name in the directory? If not, 
send the following information to above ad- 
dress: name, address, position, permanent 
home address, training, experience, and mem- 


bership in the L.L.A., A.L.A., J.M.R.T. 





SCRAP-BOOK: Where are those clip- 
pings about Louisiana libraries and librarians? 
Don’t forget to clip the newspaper in your 
section of the state and send all articles about 
library work to Mrs. J. F. Tindol, Librarian, 
Centenary College, Shreveport, La. The 
scrapbook is our project. 





WEDDING BELLS 


Louisiana lost one of the most active Junior 
Members when Dorothy Moss resigned as 
librarian at Shreve Memorial Library to be- 
come Mrs. John B. Hanks, of Waterloo, Iowa. 
The wedding took place on November 5 in 
the First Methodist Church. 

The JMRT chairman is now in addition 
to being librarian of Centenary College Mrs. 
J. F. Tindol. She was married in the First 
Baptist Church on December 19. 

Mary Lussan, former librarian of Jesuit 
High School, was married to Joseph Cefalu 
of Morgan City on January 14 in Saint An- 
thony’s Chapel in Luling. The honeymooners 
enjoyed a trip to Mexico City. 

Jeanne LeBlanc, librarian of Leon God- 
chaux High School, Reserve, was recently 
married to Robert Craig Gilmore. 


Margaret Sommers, catalog department, 
New Orleans Public Library is now Mrs. 
Kluchin. 


Sara Weathersby and C. C. Dearman were 
married on December 24. They live in De- 
catur, Miss., where Mr. Dearman is on the 
faculty of the junior college located there. 

Another wedding was that of Burnis Wal- 
ker (L.S.U. ’38) and Mary Morrison on 
Christmas day. Mr. Walker has recently 
been appointed an assistant in the Union 
Catalog Department, Library of Congress. 





16 je 





THe BuLLeETIN OF THE 





Public Libraries 


ALEXANDRIA PUBLIC LIBRARY 

The Alexandria Public Library has recent- 
ly purchased a valuable private library of 
over twelve hundred volumes consisting of 
reference books, standard and light fiction 
and children’s books. A number of recent 
publications have been acquired by purchase 
and gift. These new accessions have caused 
an increased interest in the library as evi- 
denced by the increase in circulation. 

A friend of the library donated several in- 
teresting swords and a picture of the Con- 
federate flag. These are appreciated gifts. 





HOMER PUBLIC LIBRARY 

The Homer Public Library has had an in- 
creased number of readers during February 
due to the fact that many new and interest- 
ing books have been added to its shelves. 
The Library Board purchased 25 of the sea- 
son’s outstanding fiction and non-fiction. A 
collection of 50 western books was donated 
in memory of a prominent citizen who died 
recently. 

A recent addition was a Boy Scout’s li- 
brary and bookcase, added by the scoutmaster. 
Boys are very enthusiastic over reading these 
and being awarded their merit badges. Now, 
numbers are registering for the reading course 
sponsored by the Louisiana Library Commis- 
sion; many of these books have been ordered 
by the library and a list of these is given 
to the readers interested in the course. 





LAKE CHARLES PUBLIC LIBRARY 

In addition to about 50 new books, fiction 
and non-fiction, a beautiful 12 volume set 
of “World Epochs” was added to the Kauf- 
man memorial collection, by the heirs, Mrs. 
A. W. Mayer, and Mr. and Mrs. E. R. Kauf- 
man. This history set is published by the 
American Flag Association. 





NEW ORLEANS PUBLIC LIBRARY 

The New Orleans Public Library annual 
report for 1938 has just been published. The 
report shows an increase in registration over 


1937, and also states that the use of non- 
fiction is increasing. 38° of the entire num- 
ber of books loaned for home use were non- 
fiction. 

In memory of Edmund L. McGivaren, late 
librarian, ivy was planted on the rear wall 
of the library, Tuesday, January 17, at ex- 
ercises sponsored by the Library League of 
New Orleans. A memorial address was made 
by Charles F. Buck, president of the library 
board, and Mrs. William G. Fisher was in 
charge of the program. 

On February Ist books not in popular or 
special demand were made available for a 
28 day loan period instead of 14 days as 
previously allowed. The public has voiced 
its approval of the extended loan period and 
many have taken advantage of this opportun- 
ity to “catch up” on their reading. 

Other books, in popular demand, titles on 
collateral reading lists, material constantly 
used in research work and juvenile books con- 
tinue to circulate for 14 days. 

New fiction is loaned for 7 days. 

As an added service to teachers the library 
has made a ruling whereby teachers employed 
in a public, private or parochial school may 
be issued a special teacher’s card instead of 
the regular library card. Ten items are loaned 
on a Teacher’s Card, that is, 8 books (or 7 
books and 1 magazine) and 2 pamphlets. 
The use of this card is restricted to the ap 
plicant. 

The New Orleans Public ‘Library is con- 
ducting a Reader’s Guide department in the 
Sunday editions of the Times-Picayune. The 
column is used for brief notes on books deal- 
ing with some timely subject. During the 
past month books on the following topics 
have been discussed in the column: New Or 
leans; Lenten Reading; Democracy versus 
Dictatorship; and Doctors and Medicine for 
the Layman. 

The Book Quizz is a regular Sunday fea 
ture contributed by the Library to the Young 
People’s page in the Times-Picayune. It com 
sists of ten questions on children’s books 
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which are followed by answers to the question 
published on the preceding Sunday. 
The Reference Department of the Public 
Library is in the throes of producing an or- 
ization file. We believe that a complete 
(practically speaking) list of clubs and or- 
ganizations in New Orleans will be the re- 
sult. We plan to have an alphabetical file, 
a “type of club” file and a file by names of 
officers. Fay Allen is in charge of this pro- 


Plans are being contemplated for a library 
week to be held early in April. The pur- 
pose is to increase the number of registered 
borrowers, and stimulate interest in general 
in the library. 

The Canal Branch library has been re-ar- 
ranged, in line with the policy of moderniz- 
ing the library buildings. The change al- 
lows greater access to shelves and more and 
easier supervision. This re-arrangement fol- 
lowed the painting and repairing of the 
branch by the city administration. 

Henry Montague, L. S. U. library school 
student, will do two weeks of practice work 


at the New Orleans Public Library starting 
March 20th. 

Miss Shirley Knowles is a new member of 
the New Orleans Public Library staff. She 
is a graduate of Tulane University and lacks 
9 hours of having her library degree from 
L. S. U. 

Mrs. Catherine Lipscomb is also a new 
staff member. She is a graduate of Emory 
Library School. 

SHREVE MEMORIAL LIBRARY 

New head of the Shreve Memorial Li- 
brary is Bess Vaughan, formerly with the 
Tri-Parish Library of Winn, Grant, and Jack- 
son parishes. She succeeds in office the 
former Miss Dorothy Moss, now Mrs. John 
B. Hanks. A news item states the library 
has recently been reopened after extensive re- 
pairs had been made to the building, 4500 
circulating books pouring into the library 
on the opening day. Sallie Farrell, formerly 
of the Louisiana Library Commission, has 
been added to the staff of the Shreve 
Memorial Library. 





A. L.. A. Board and Committee Members 


In Loutstana 


A recent compilation by Miss Cora M. 
Beatty, Chief of the Department of Mem- 
bership Organization and Information of the 
American Library Association shows Louisi- 
ana is well represented among the librarians 
serving on Committees and Boards of the 
ALA. A last of them follows 


Rosilia H. Callaghan (Sch. of Journalism 
Library, L.S.U.) Jr. Subcom. of the Publicity 
Comm., Chmn. 

Essae Martha Culver (Executive Secretary, 
La. Library Comm.) Library Extension 
Board. 


Alice Douglas Daspit (Law Library, 
L.S.U.) Public Documents. 


Ruth Barnett Ferguson (Reference Depart- 
ment, La. Library Comm.) Publicity. 





Frances Flanders (Neville High School 
Library, Monroe). Membership. 


Lucy B. Foote (L.S.U. Library) Cataloging 
and Classification. 


Arthur E. Gropp (Middle American Re- 
search Inst., Tulane Univ.) International Re- 
lations L. Cooperation with Latin America, 
Chmn. 


Mildred P. Harrington, (Sch. of L. Science, 
L.S.U.) Editorial. (2.) Subcomm., L. and 
the Underprivileged Reader of the Bd. on 
L. Service to Child, and Young People, 
(3.) Subscription Books (ex-officio). 


John Hall Jacobs (Lbn., New Orleans Pub- 
lic Library) Friends of Libraries. 


(Continued on page 21.) 
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Loutsiana in Print 


Recent references on Louisiana or by Lou- 
isiana authors, including books of importance 
locally printed, selected and annotated by 
Marguerite D. Renshaw, Reference Librarian, 
Howard Menuorial Library, New Orleans 
Louisiana. 


BAKER, HOWARD—Induction to tragedy. 
247 p. University, Louisiana State univ. 
press, 1939. 


An evaluation of the influence which 
shaped the Elizabethan tragedy, formally 
and ethically, with the emphasis placed on 
the native tradition of the middle ages 
rather than on the too gratuitously accepted 
Senecan heritage; an original and scholarly 
study. 

COULTER, E. MERTON ed—Other half 
of Old New Orleans. 108 p. (University), 
Louisiana State University, c1939. 


A recorder’s court records are ducuments 
rich in human interest. A reporter of the old 
Picayune thought so in the 1840's, a pro- 
fessor of history still thinks so today, so 
he presents these old flavorful stories of 
the New Orleans river front habitues and 
their companions, and makes us feel, as 
he says in his introduction, that in their 
rugged zest and racy humor these stories 
paint part of the picture of rich and color- 
ful New Orleans of a hundred years ago. 
CRAVEN, AVERY—The repressible con- 
flict 1830-1861. 97 p. University, Louisi- 
ana State Univ. press, 1939. 
The three Walter Lynwood Fleming lec- 
tures on Southern History, delivered at L. 
S. U. in 1938 by Avery Craven of Chicago 
University, noted historian of the real 
causes and motives behind the agitation 
which led to the War Between the States. 
DELCROIX, EUGENE A.—Patio, stairways 
and iron-lace balconies of old New Orleans. 
A series of photographs . . . with an in- 
troduction by Stanley Clisby Arthur. 93 p. 
New Orleans, Harmanson, 1938. 
Hauntingly beautiful in their light and 
shade are these patios, stairways and iron- 


lace balconies of old New Orleans photo- 
graphed by one of her gifted sons. 


DIOCESAN COUNCIL OF CATHOLIC 

WOMEN OF THE ARCHDIOCESE OF 
NEW ORLEANS—Second Annual Con- 
vention of the Diocesan Council of Catho- 
lic Women. Baton Rouge, Nov. 19-20, 
1938. 153 p. Baton Rouge, Franklin 
Press, 1939. 
A review of a year’s activity of the D.C.C. 
W., containing in addition some of the ad- 
dresses delivered on the occasion of the 
convention, and the constitution and by- 
laws of the organization. 


ELFER, MAURICE-—What the last survivor 
of Last Island said to me. 10 p. (Mimeo- 
graphed) Chicago, Schwartzhopf mimeo serv- 
ice, 1939. 
The story of the last survivor of the Last 
Island disaster of August 10, 1856 was first 


printed in the Times-Picayune June 10, 
1928. 


HANCOCK, CARL—Etchings, drypoints, 
sketches. 196 p. N. O. Peerless press, 1938. 
In a variety of subjects and techniques 
New Orleans and its thereabouts are pre- 
sented in a series of pictures reflecting the 

varying moods of the artists. We choos 
“Cypress Knees” and “Louisiana Sunset” 
as especially suggestive and lovely. 

ITEM CO. NEW ORLEANS, LA.—Louis- 

ana. Supplement of the Item-Tribune, Sun- 
day Feb. 26, 1939. 79 p. 

This rotogravure supplement of the Item- 

Tribune is a rich and true blending of old 
Louisiana and new Louisiana expressed in 
beautiful photography and pithy descrip 
tion. 

LOUISIANA STATE MUSEUM—The 
Spanish-American war of 1898. 110 p. New 
Orleans, La. State Museum, 1939. 

A brief historical survey of events in Cuban 
history, leading up to the Spanish-Amen- 
can war of 1898, with a detailed account of 
Louisiana’s participation therein. The 
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eleventh in a series of publications of the 
Louisiana State Museum. 

RICHARD, R. B.—Unique New Orleans. 64 
p. N. O. American printing Co., c1938. 
Pictures, recipes for food and drink, maps 
and brief historical sketches. If this ad- 
vertises special products it proves the dic- 
tum of the writer of the foreword: “New 
Orleans, the place where Romance and 
Commerce meet.” 

YOUNG, PERRY—Carnival and Mardi- 
Gras in New Orleans. 82 p. N. O., Har- 
manson’s, 1939. 

A compact little history of Carnival in 
New Orleans and its climax Mardi-Gras 
which the author rightly calls “the only 
holiday downright and genuine in Amer- 
ica’s United States.” Emphasizing the 
business, social, democratic significance of 
this great institution, the author reaffirms 
every Louisianian’s conviction that Mardi- 
Gras must never go. 

FICTION 

LeBLANC, DORIS KENT—One was vali- 
ant. 318 p. N.Y., Arcadia House publica- 
tions, 1939. 

The story of the three Ashton sisters on 
the banks of beautiful Bayou Teche today. 
One was beautiful, another intelligent and 
the third valiant. A pleasantly sincere book. 

WARREN, ROBERT PENN—Night Rider. 
460 p. Boston, Houghton Mifflin Co., 1939. 
The forcefully written story of Perse Munn, 
whose naturally passionate character, 
glimpsed in the beginning of the story, 
works itself up into an unrestrained 
frenzy of violence against a background of 

early twentieth century Kentucky. A 
Houghton Mifflin fellowship novel. Robert 
Penn Warren is associate professor of Eng- 


lish at Louisiana State University and has 
just been awarded a Guggenheim fellow- 
ship. 


MAGAZINE ARTICLES 

CAHN, EDGAR M.—“Angéle Marie Gang- 
lés 105 La. 39” (A decision of the Supreme 
Court of Louisiana perpetuated on a granite 
obelisk ... ) The Lawyer 2:5-11. D. ’38. 

LECHE, RICHARD W.—Economic Policy 
of Louisiana. American Federationist 
45:1178-88. N. ’38. 

LOUISIANA — CAPITOL — Diary reveals 
insight into carly American architecture. 
Arch. and Eng. 134:24. Ag. 738. 

LOUISIANA TRUST ESTATES ACT, 
BIBLIOGRAPHY OF. Harvard Law R. 
52:145-51. N. ’38. 

PARENTON, V. J.—Notes on the social or- 
ganization of a French village in South 
Louisiana. Bibliog. f., tab. Social Forces 
17:73-82. O. 738. 

RINDERLE, P. J.—Ante-bellum homes. 

Arch. and Eng. 135:43-5. D. 38. 

SITTERSON, J. C.—Magnolia plantation 
1852-1862; decade of a Louisiana sugar 
estate. Bibliog. f., tab. Mississippi Val- 
ley Hist. Rev. 25:197-210. S. 38. 

SMITH, M. B.—Some social aspects of the 
consolidation of schools in Louisiana. SW 

Social Sci. Q. 19:304-11. D. 738. 

SMITH, T. L. and V. J. PARENTON—Ac- 
culturation among the Louisiana French. 
Bibliog. f. Amer. J. Soc. 44:355-64. N. ’38. 

SPAULDING, S.—New Orleans and the 
Vieux Carré. Calif. Arts & Arch. 53:7 

Je. °38. 

WEALTH OF INDUSTRIAL OPPOR- 
TUNITIES IN LOUISIANA. Map. 
Manuf. Rec. 107:22-46. O. ’38. 





eNGscellaneous News Notes 


Miss Evelyn Peters, 1806 Soniat Street, 
New Orleans calls atteation to the fact that 
dues of the Louisiana Library Association 
are now due. In remitting, please add five 
cents to your check to cover cost of exchange. 
If you are under thirty-five years of age, you 





are qualified to be a Junior Member and you 
are asked to indicate your wish to be listed 
as a Junior Member. 





Miss Dorothy Beckmeyer, an assistant in 
the Reference Department of the New Or- 







20 %-- 


THe BuLLeETIN OF THE 





leans Public Library, was appointed as Sec- 
retary of the New Orleans Library Club to 
fill the vacancy caused by Miss Patricia 
Motte’s leave of absence. Miss Motte of New- 
comb College Library is now attending the 
Library School of Louisiana State University. 
She will obtain her degree in June. 





Shortly before Christmas, announcement 
was made that New Orleans had been se- 
lected as the site of the new Federal Agricul- 
tural Laboratory for the South. Similar 
regional laboratories are to be established at 
Peoria, ill., San Francisco and Philadelphia. 
A very full report on the library resources of 
New Orleans was prepared for those who 
were seeking the laboratory and it has been 
said that the report had some influence in 
influencing a decision in favor of New Or- 
leans. Librarian Browning, of Peoria, has 
reported that a similar library report helped 
to bring the laboratory to Peoria. The new 
institution will itself have a large well-or- 
ganized library dealing chiefly with chemi- 
cal subjects, but will depend in part upon 
the cooperation of neighboring libraries. 





The Carnegie Foundation has recently 
made a grant of $10,000 to the Howard 
Memorial Library which will be used over a 
two year period in recataloging books now 
imperfectly cataloged or in the addition of 
new material from the library’s large collec- 
tion of books in arrears. Miss Vera Sailer of 
Western Reserve University will begin work 
on this project on April 3. 
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400 CAMP STREET 





WE ARE THE 
EXCLUSIVE DISTRIBUTORS 
IN THIS TERRITORY FOR THE 
PRODUCTS OF THE 
LIBRARY EFFICIENCY 
CORPORATION 
NEW YORK CITY 


Write us for catalogue 


Dealers in Library Supplies and 
Equipment 


OFFICE EQUIPMENT 
BUREAU, Inc. 

620 COMMERCIAL PLACE 
NEW ORLEANS 











Charles F. Heartman 


The Book Farm, 
Hattiesburg, Mississippi 





AMERICANA, PRINTED AND IN 
MANUSCRPT 








LIBRARY BINDING 
Done Economically by Skilled Workers in our Modern Bindery 


Wide choice of Materials and Styles of Binding 
Prompt Service 


Write for Samples and Quotations 
Dameron -Pierson Co., Ltd. 








NEW ORLEANS 
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Ralph W. McComb (Tulane University 
Library) Visual Methods. 

Anita H. McGinity (New Orleans Public 
Library) Work with the Blind. 

James A. McMillen (Lbn., Hill Memorial 
Library, L.S.U.) Bd. on Resources of Amer. 
Ls., Subcomm. for the South. 

J. O. Modisette (Chm. La. Library Comm.) 
Federal Relations, State Repre. 

Lois F. Shortess (State Dept. of Educ.) 
Bd. on L. Service to Child. and Young Peo- 
ple. (2) Uniform Statistical Report Forms, 
Chmn. 

Robert James Usher (Howard Memorial 
Library) Resources of American Libraries 
Board, Subcomm. for the South. 

















|} Have you seen Allen’s new 
low prices for: 


—REBINDING 


—Pre-BsouND New Books 





in genuine 
TREASURE TROVE 
bindings? 
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Write for details 


| EDWIN ALLEN COMPANY 


2np Unir Santa Fe BuiLpinc 
DALLAS, TEXAS 








libraries. 


ments made in twenty-four hours. 


336 CAMP STREET 





A Complete Library Service 


Tables, chairs, delivery desks, shelving, and all equipment in wood 
furniture is carried in two grades, high school grade and so-called 
university grade suitable for public libraries and larger institutional 


Proposals covering complete schedule of necessary technical equip- 
ment together with floor plan gladly submitted on request. 

Southern distributors for SNEAD Steel Bookstacks which can be 
purchased for approximately the cost of wood. 

The largest stock of technical supplies carried in the South, catalog 
cards, pamphlet boxes, charging cards, book pockets, etc. All ship- 











SPECIAL Prices On CaTALoc Cases 


H. C. PARKER, Inc. 


335 BANK PLACE 


New Orteans, U.S. A. 
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McCLURGS... 


specialize in library service. 
Librarians can leave all details of their orders to 
our care. This is made possible by our long years 
of experience in handling the book business of 
Public Libraries, Schools, Colleges and Univer- 
sities, together with our comprehensive stock 
of books of all American publishing houses. 


A. C. McCLURG & CO. 
Library Department 











333 East Ontario Street - Chicago 
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F. F. HANSELL & BRO. 


LTD. 
131-133 Carondelet Street 
New Orleans 





For More Than 60 Years 
Headquarters for all 
School and College 
Supplies 


A Complete Stock of Library 
Supplies and Equipment 


PROMPT SERVICE 





Population 5,425 


This is the exact population of one | 
typical town, where the library has |} 
been using the Gaylord Charging Ma- jj 
chine for three years. 


This library wanted absolute accuracy 
in charging books, to reduce the snag 
file, handle “rush” periods quickly and 
prevent loss of books. The Charging 
Machine enables them to accomplish 


these things, at a cost of about 10 cents 
a day. 


Write to the Syracuse office for free 


booklet. 


Gaylord Bros. Inc. 


Stockton, Calif. Syracuse, N. Y. 











